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Hurricane Helene Briefing

7AM EDT
Thursday, Sep 26, 2024
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What has Changed:
Tornado threat has expanded to cover all the Midlands and CSRA
Broader wind fields and increased gust potential across the area
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11 AM Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024

Disclaimer: The information contained within is time-sensitive. Do not use after:



Note: The cone contains the probable path of the storm center but does not show |

@ the size of the storm. Hazardous conditions can occur outside of the cone.
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Hurricane Helene Current information: x Forecast positions:
Thursday September 26, 2024 Center location 24.2 N 86.2 W @ Tropical Cyclone Q Post/Potential TC
4 AM CDT Advisory 12 Maximum sustained wind 90 mph Sustained winds: D < 39 mph
NWS National Hurricane Center Movement NNE at 12 mph S 39-73 mph H 74-110 mph M > 110 mph
Potential track area: Watches: Warnings: Current wind field estimate:
Day 1-3 Day 4-5 Hurricane Trop Stm  [Hurricane [l Trop Stm  [lHurricane Trop Stm

NOTE: Do not focus on the exact track.
Impacts can occur well outside the area enclosed by the cone.

Last updated: 9/26/2024 5:31 AM EDT

Helene remains a Category 1
Hurricane, but is expected to
rapidly intensify, becoming a major
hurricane before making landfall
along the Florida Panhandle this
evening.

After landfall, Helene moves rapidly
northward inland across GA while

weakening through tonight.

o Its rapid forward speed and expanding
wind field will allow tropical storm force
winds to extend well inland across the
southeast U.S.

National Weather Service - Columbia, SC
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Situation Overview

Hurricane Helene
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Impacts from Helene are expected to extend well beyond and to the east of the forecast track, bringing
potentially significant impacts to the SC Midlands and Central Savannah River Area (CSRA) later today into
Friday morning.

A large wind field is expected east of Helene, bringing frequent tropical storm force gusts to most of the area late
tonight into early Friday.
o  Gusts up to 50-60 mph expected in the CSRA and up to 40-55 mph across the Midlands, with local higher
gusts possible.
o  Tropical Storm Warning remains in effect for all of the Midlands and CSRA

Increasing potential for tornadoes overnight tonight into early Friday
o  Nighttime tornadoes pose a greater danger due to limited visibility and difficulty receiving warnings.

Heavy rain spreads across most of the area today, persisting into Friday morning. Greatest flash flood potential
is across the southern Midlands and CSRA, where a Flood Watch is in effect.
o  Minor to Moderate river flooding possible along the Saluda and Broad Rivers.

Last updated: 9/26/2024 5:31 AM EDT National Weather Service - Columbia, SC
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‘“& Timing of Greatest Impacts
S Hurricane Helene
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Wednesday
. Thursda .
Night y Night
EVENING OVERNIGHT MORNING AFTERNOON EVENING OVERNIGHT MORNING AFTERNOON EVENING OVERNIGHT
H Mainly
Wind e

Tornado

Effects & Impacts Legend
Extreme impact

High impact

@®Littleto no impact @®Minorimpact ®Moderate impact

National Weather Service - Columbia, SC

Last updated: 9/26/2024 5:31 AM EDT



Tropical Storm Warnings

Hurricane Helene

Tropical Storm Warning e Columbia, SC N &

In effect for the entire area until Friday afternoon Issued Sep 25,2024 5:27 PMEDT Qppgl®

Tropical Storm Warnings for
Tro‘p;‘;cal.storm a” Of SC and GA are nOW in
effect.
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Tropical storm force wind
... gusts likely across the entire

Area of area.
greatest

o  Highest confidence however is
concern
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Thomson Augusta Orangeburg

Waynesboro

in the CSRA

f # » NwsColumbia weather.gov/cae

Last updated: 9/26/2024 5:31 AM EDT National Weather Service - Columbia, SC



% Max Wind Gust Probability

‘*gs‘ Through Friday
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Probability of Max Gusts Exceeding 40 MPH Sat, Sep 28, 2024, 2 am EDT

Issued: Thu, Sep 26, 2024, 5 am EDT Issued: Thu, Sep 26, 2024, 5 am EDT
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Probability of Max Gusts Exceeding 50 MPH Sat, Sep 28, 2024, 2 am EDT
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Last updated: 9/26/2024 5:31 AM EDT National Weather Service - Columbia, SC



Maximum Wind Gust Forecast
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Last updated: 9/26/2024 5:31 AM EDT

Weather Forecast Office V“‘t»
Columbia, SC &‘,
L2 . <>

Issued Sep 26,2024 5:58 AMEDT '

weather.gov/cae

e \Wind gusts in the 50-60 mph
range are expected in the
CSRA from this evening
through Friday morning.

e (Gusts of 40-50 mph expected
in the central Midlands, with
gusts around 40 mph in the
Pee Dee.

National Weather Service - Columbia, SC



Greenville

56 mph

Anderson

55 mph

Greenwood

60 mph 56:mph
Edgefield Oak Grove

67 mph 57'mph

Augusta Orangeburg

70 mph
Waynesboro
Summerville

61 h
70 mph Harr?:tgn 59 mph

Millen Charleston

71 mp

Last updated: 9/26/2024 5:31 AM EDT

Increased concern remains
for the wind threat in the
CSRA. A higher-end wind
potential exists in the CSRA,
where wind gusts could
exceed 60 mph.

There is a lower potential for
50 mph or greater winds in
the northeast Midlands.

National Weather Service - Columbia, SC
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Last updated: 9/26/2024 5:31 AM EDT

09/26/2024 09:04 UTC

e Rainfall from Hurricane Helene is
spreading across the Southeast
this morning.

e EXxpect rain to continue spreading
northward with the heaviest rains
coming tonight into Friday
morning.

National Weather Service - Columbia, SC
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& Potential Tornado Impacts

.3 Hurricane Helene
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severe Weather Outlook Valid Until: Sep 27 2024 0700 AM CDT
Thursday, September 26, 2024
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Last updated: 9/26/2024 5:31 AM EDT

Tornado threat increases through
the day, with highest potential this
evening into Friday morning.

There is a Slight Risk for severe
weather for the Midlands and
CSRA.

Nighttime tornadoes pose a
greater danger due to limited
visibility and difficulty receiving
warnings

National Weather Service - Columbia, SC



Highlighted Area:
WFO Columbia, SC
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Weather Prediction Center
Excessive Rainfall Outlook
-~ Thursday, September 26, 2024

o =g

: 9/26/2024 5:31 AM EDT

».

S Ghatlotte “\ ! ,_ N
-~ |

T A SR ——

Day 1
Issued Time: 2024-09-26 08:15:00 .
Valid Time: 127 09/26/24 - 127 09/27/24
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" 551 | Marginal Risk At least 5%

Probability of excessive rainfall
leading to rapid onset flooding.*
High Risk At least 70%
I Moderate Risk At least 40%
Slight Risk At least 15%

* Within 25 miles of a point.
May not represent localized
flooding threat over burn scars.
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Moderate to heavy rain
develops later today and
continues into Friday morning
before tapering off in the
afternoon.

Portions of the area, including
the Western Midlands and

CSRA are at a Moderate Risk
of Excessive Rainfall.

National Weather Service - Columbia, SC



Inland Flooding Impacts

T"*f, ’ {S Hurricane Helene
FIood Watch e Columbia, SC &‘:
Thursday Morning Through Friday Afternoon Issued Sep 25,2024 11:07 AMEDT <pe8 .
Moderate to heavy rain
develops later today and
Foaate p L continues into Friday morning
= ' " before tapering off in the
e il TS < afternoon.
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Last updated: 9/26/2024 5:31 AM EDT National Weather Service - Columbia, SC
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Storm Total Rainfall
Thursday, Sep 26 at 6 am through Saturday, Sep 28 at 6 am

Weather Forecast Office j“»
Columbia, SC ;)5
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£ 8 » NWSColumbia weather.gov/cae

Last updated: 9/26/2024 5:31 AM EDT

Forecast rainfall totals have
only slightly changed, but
amounts are highly track
dependent.

The western Midlands and

CSRA could see 3”- 6” of

rainfall, while the eastern and

northern Midlands could see
"- 3" through Friday.

National Weather Service - Columbia, SC



e Hurricane Helene will likely strengthen into a major Hurricane before making
landfall along the Florida Panhandle.

e Helene is forecast to track northward through Georgia leading to the potential
for heavy rainfall, strong winds and tornadoes.

e The most significant impacts are expected to unfold tonight into early Friday

across the area.

Forecast Confidence
Impacts will be dependent on the exact track and strength

1 of the storm as it makes landfall in the northeastern Gulf.
While the confidence in the impacts associated with the
_ storm are moderate to high, confidence is limited in the
exact location of these impacts.

Little Confidence Very Confident

Last updated: 9/26/2024 5:31 AM EDT National Weather Service - Columbia, SC
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Hurricane Helene

Next Briefing:
1 PMEDT

Method: Emalil

WWWwW ) Web:  weather.gov/cae

k\) Phone: 803-822-8135

Facebook: NWSColumbia

Twitter: @NWSColumbia

You YouTube:  NWS Columbia

8) E-mail: NWS.Columbia@noaa.gov

Last updated: 9/26/2024 5:31 AM EDT
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